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I was too young to reminder flying on an airplane for the first time. But from what my mom tells me, it was back when 

roundtrip fares to/from San Antonio were $25 on Southwest Airlines. Back in the day when flight attendant uniforms 

were hot pants and go-go boots. I’ve lost track of how many times I’ve flown since then.

For a select group of teenagers from the Kansas City metro area, this is a week they’ll certainly remember for the rest 

of their lives. Some of the members of the KCK RBI baseball team will board an airplane for the first time in their lives.

It’s not the only first they will embark upon. They are the first RBI (Reviving Baseball in Inner Cities) team from 

Kansas City ever to qualify for the RBI World Series. KCK RBI claimed the Central Region Championship at Miller 

Park in Milwaukee. It’s the first time in the tournament’s 14 year history that a team outside of Chicago won the 

regional crown. The title earned them a trip to the World Series which is being held this year in the Dallas Metroplex. 
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The championship game of the 2014 RBI World Series will be played at Rangers Ballpark in Arlington and will be 

televised on MLB Network.

The trip to Texas is not all about baseball. All the players will participate in life-enriching events, including a 

community service project at the North Texas Food Bank. They are also invited to create an essay for the “Breaking 

Barriers: In Sports, In Life” contest, supported by Sharon Robinson, daughter of Hall of Famer Jackie Robinson. Ms. 

Robinson, who is an MLB Educational Programming Consultant, was in Kansas City during the 2012 All-Star 

festivities, where she held a book reading and signing at the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum.

The RBI program has been played on the local level in Kansas City for 22 years, primarily on the Missouri side. KCK 

RBI has fielded teams for the past 5 years. Although their practices fields have uneven patches and their equipment 

isn’t the shiniest, this group of baseball players is making history, despite the socioeconomic obstacles. Baseball is 

the conduit that is creating our community’s future leaders. And the plan is for these young men to continue to soar 

long after the wheels on the plane touch down on the runway upon their return to Kansas City.
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